PLEASE LOOK DOWN ALSO – Our butterflies often sit on the path. If you don’t take care you will
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stand on them!
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UNEVEN PATH – Please watch your step
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BUTTERFLY NECTAR FEEDING STATION. Butterflies need to drink nectar every 30 minutes or so. As a

flower only replenishes nectar at night, we would need approximately 36,000 flowers blooming
every day to feed out 1500+ butterflies naturally.
Butterflies are attracted to flowers because of the colour of the petals, and if they land on you it
may be because they think you might be a flower. The colour of our feeder lids mimics the
colour of a flower. Our butterfly nectar is a special mix of water, sugar for energy, and vitamins
and minerals.

This way to our caterpillar nursery (breeding laboratory)
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All caterpillars spin silk, but the silk spun by these caterpillars (also known as “silkworms”) is
special because it is one continuous thread between 600 to 900 metres long. In order to make
one strand of silk 4 to 8 of these silk threads have to be twisted together.

PUSH The black button & listen! This is a recording, taken very early in the morning, inside our
laboratory. You are listening to the sound of 4,000+ caterpillars eating.

Butterfly eggs are collected five times per day and chemically washed. They are then housed in
dated Petri dishes which are cleaned daily. Fresh sterilized food plant leaves are also added to
the dishes daily. Eventually, the caterpillars outgrow these dishes and are transferred to larger
containers. The dates on the Petri dishes identifies the date the eggs were laid.

STERILIZATION AREA. All our food plants for our caterpillars are immersed in a sterilizing
solution in order to kill any virus or other contaminants that may harm our caterpillars. If we
did not do this we would expect the same success rate as in the wild – out of every 100 eggs
we collect, only 1 or 2 would make it to become butterflies. Because we keep our caterpillar
nursery area so sterile, we achieve an 80 to 90% success rate.
Slide the box that the butterfly specimens are placed in to see the different parts of the
butterflies.
Notice how the wings are made up of individual scales.
Butterfly feet have tiny hooks that help them to grasp slippery surfaces
A butterfly has multi‐faceted eyes that give them almost 360 degree vision
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BUTTERFLY NURSERY AREA – PLEASE DO NOT USE THE FLASH SETTING ON YOUR CAMERA.

We do not let our butterflies emerge in the main aviary as they need time to pump up their
wings and dry them out before being approached by other butterflies. Because female
butterflies only mate once in their life, newly emerged female butterflies are extremely popular
with the male butterflies! We release them into the main aviary every afternoon. The release
today in the main aviary is scheduled for…..

This way to our Birdwing and Orchard nursery and back to the live butterfly exhibit
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ORCHARD BUTTERFLY emerging area. Our butterflies all need time to pump up and then dry

their wings before they are ready to fly. This takes up to 4 hours. We only release our
butterflies into the main aviary when they are fully capable of flying. The reason? We want to
make sure all our female butterflies are fully able to exercise choice in their pick for a male
butterfly to mate with. If she can’t fly she will be forced to mate with the first male butterfly
that finds her.

Shhhhhh! Cairns Birdwing and Orchard butterflies are emerging from their chrysalises. Please
do not disturb. Please do not use flash when taking a photo.
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Butterflies feed via a long “tongue” called a proboscis that is usually neatly curled up when not
in use. The butterfly places the proboscis into the nectar and pumps the fluid up. Can you see
the butterflies unfurling their proboscis?
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Female butterflies only mate once in their lives. Birdwing butterflies will mate for anything
between 8 to 14 hours, and are often found hanging off this fig tree. The female will be the
one that is right way up; the male hangs off her upside down.
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Butterflies will only lay their eggs on the specific plant for that species. The aristolochia vine is
the food plant for the Cairns Birdwing butterfly. The brown female Cairns Birdwing will
carefully lay her eggs under the leaves of this plant and the caterpillar will hatch out in a
matter of days and begin eating. Aristolochia tagala is a poisonous plant and, as a result of
eating this vine, the caterpillar becomes poisonous for birds to eat. The Cairns Birdwing
caterpillar and butterfly displays warning colours to announce that it is not edible.
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